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verbally my views in connection with his official duties;" 
and his name occurs frequently in the correspondence on 
the subject of the Cherokee Indians until July, 1837, the date 
of his resignation from the army. 

A younger son of Isaac and Dinah Minis was Abram, 
born in 1820, and he married Miss Lavinia Florance. He was 
one of Savannah's leading merchants and a citizen of the 
highest integrity and social influence. He was an alderman 
of the city in 1859-1860. He continued in active business life 
as long as he lived. In his latest years he took into partner- 
ship two of his sons, J. Florance and Isaac, the name of the 
firm being A. Minis and Sons. Another son, Abram, studied 
law, was admitted to the Savannah Bar, and is one of our best 
known lawyers, with considerable practice. The business of 
A. Minis & Sons was continued after the death of the father 
until the youngest member followed him to the tomb, and 
then Mr. J. F. Minis retired and closed out the business. 

The last named married Miss Louisa Porter Gilmer, 
daughter of General J. F. Gilmer. Isaac married Mi^ 
Eugenia P. Myers and died leaving two sons. Abram mar- 
ried first Miss Anna M. Cohen, of Baltimore, who died a few 
months after marriage, and his second wife's name was 
Mabel A. Henry. A daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Abram Minis, 
Miss Lavinia Florance Minis, married Charles I. Henry, of 
New York. Another daughter is Miss Maria Minis. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST GEORGIA 
NEWSPAPER— THE GAZETTE. 

The first newspaper printed in Georgia was issued from 
Savannah and the first number was dated Thursday, April 
7th, 1763. The publisher, Mr. James Johnston, had nothing 
to say by way of prospectus or announcement of the course 
he proposed to take in the management of the paper. All 
he had to say was in the following brief sentence : 

Savannah: Printed by James Johnston, at the Print- 
ing Office, on Broughton Street where Advertisements, Let- 
ters of Intelligence, and Subscriptions for this Paper are 
taken in. 

The paper was called the Georgia Gazette. 

The foreign news was not of great importance. Of 
American news the most important was from Philadelphia 
dated January 27, to this eflfect : 

Yesterday his Honour the Governor proclaimed at the 
Court House the cessation of hostilities (ending with the 
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treaty of Paris, whereby England gained possession of 
Canada) in the presence of a vast concourse of people who 
showed great joy on the happy occasion. 

On the page devoted to local affairs this same event 
is thus noticed: 

On Tuesday, the 15th of March, his Majesty's procla- 
mation for a cessation of arms was proclaimed here with the 
usual formalities. 

More purely local is the item that Monday the 28th ult. 
John Mullryne, Esq., was chosen member of the Assembly, 
for the district of Goshen, in St. Matthew's parish, in the 
room of William Francis, Esq., deceased. 

We also have the information : 

We hear from good authority that by the last accounts 
from the Creek nation, that every thing remains quiet 
amongst those Indians. 

Sir James Wright made his first appearance in Georgia 
at a meeting of the Governor and Council in Savannah, Oct. 
31st, 1760, when he took the oath of office. It is singular 
that the journals of the upper and lower houses of the as- 
sembly do not contain in full these proceedings. After a 
lengthy session, on the 7th April, 1763, Sir James prorogued 
the Assembly to the 5th of July, but only the prefatory 
words of his speech are given in those records, while the 
speech in full is printed in the Gazette of April 14, as 
follows : 

Thursday last his Excellency, after delivering the 
following speech was pleased to prorogue the General 
Assembly of this province to the 5th day of July next. 

Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Commons House of As- 
sembly : 

I return you thanks for preserving that degree of unan- 
imity and temper which has subsisted during this very long 
session ; such conduct. Gentlemen, you will generally find to 
answer the best purposes for the good of the community. 
But I hope, at our next meeting, that business will have 
quicker dispatch, and the tax act will be passed earlier. 
I am certain the one will be more convenient to yourselves, 
and think the other would be so to your constituents in 
general. 

JAMES WRIGHT. 
Savannah, Council Chamber 

April 7th, 1763. 
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The Union Society which, for many years, has had the 
management of the Bethesda Orphan House, is supposed 
to have been founded about the year 1750. It was not char- 
tered until Aug. 14, 1786; but the first printed notice of 
its existence is found in the 2d number of the Gazette, April 
14, 1763. Here it is : 

The members of the Union Society are desired to meet 
at the house of Mrs. Smith in Savannah, on Monday next, 
being the 18th instant, at six o'clock in the evening, on par- 
ticular business; and also at the same place on Saturday, 
the 23d instant, at eight o'clock in the morning, being the 
anniversary feast of the said society. 

By order of the stewards, 
PETER GAUDY, Clk. 

The culture of silk was an industry which received great 
attention on the part of the trustees of Georgia, and others, 
from the beginning of the Colony until after the year 1774, 
when it was finally abandoned. It has ever since been a 
matter of wonder that the business was not more closely at- 
tended to, but all that question has been largely and fre- 
quently written up. The following, taken from the Gazette 
of April 21, 1763, shows that at that time the people still con- 
sidered it possible to make it a paying investment. 

To Be Sold. 

A tract of Land, pleasantly situated and healthy, in New- 
ington village, Christ Church parish, containing five hun- 
dred and fifty acres inferior to none in the province, suitable 
for rice, corn, or indico, with a great reserve of back water, 
has a good dwelling house, barn and out houses, with many 
other conveniences ; and a large quantity of mulberry trees 
sufficient to raise four or five hundred weight of cocoons; 
fifty acres of land already cleared and under good fence 
fit for planting, and a good pasture; likewise good sawing 
timber, plenty of cypress, white oak, etc., etc., a very con- 
venient carriage to town being upon the broad road, and 
only five miles distance; said land joins Messrs. Joseph 
and William Gibbons. For further particulars apply to 

JOHN FRANCIS TRIBOUDETT, 
or ADRIAN LOYER. 



